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The symposium system was established in this part of the world
with the aim of bringing artists together to work, to learn from
each other and to create cultural links and exchanges during a
closed political time. Symposiums were held regularly
throughout the former Soviet block, usually for a six week
period in the summer months. Many countries are no longer
able to run symposia and this was the founding aim of the
International Ceramics Studio - to have a year round
programme where artists can work together in a mutually
supportive and creative environment.
It is a prolonged period of intensive practical work where
artists work around a theme, creating work and exchanging
ideas, philosophies and practices. There is always a
complimentary series of slide shows and talks by each of
the artists.
If anything for me this symposium demonstrates how
international and borderless our world of clay is. That we
can have this time to meet freely and openly, with no
judgement or constraint is special and an increasingly
rare event. We are fortunate to work with a material that
has no boundaries, perhaps the most open of any artists
chosen medium and with imagination that has no rules.
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